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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 


On the Value of the Catoptric examination of the Eye as a means 
of Diagnosis . By I. IIays. M. D.—Since the publication of the preced¬ 
ing No. of ibis Journal we have met with several cases which strikingly 
illustrate the value of the catoptric examination of the eye as a means of 
diagnosis. One of these we will relate. 

Mr. T. a farmer, octal. thirty, whilst employed last November, in 
feeding a threshing machine, was struck in the left eye bv a grain of 
wheal projected from the machine, which made a small wound in the 
cornea near its nasal margin. Severe inllammation followed, with loss of 
vision, for which he was judiciously subjected by Dr. T. A. Worrall of 
Lewistown, Penna., to a strict antiphlogistic treatment (ollowed by an 
alterative course of mercury, &c. Some lime after the inflammation had 
been subdued Mr. T. found that Ins vision with the left eye began to 
return, and it continued to improve until he was able to distinguish large 
objects, to count the number of fingers held before his eye, &c., but he 
could not read even large type. Being desirous of recovering his sight 
entirely he came to the city to consult us. 

When we first saw him, which w f as six months after the injury, the 
eye was entirely free from inflammation, anil the only abnormal appearance 
we could detect by the ordinary method of examination was a small cicatrix 
near the nasal margin of the cornea to which a minute portion of the 
margin of the iris was adherent, and the pupil consequently was slightly 
irregular. This was not, however, sufficient to account for his imperfect 
vision; and we were inclined to attribute the defect to some injury of the 
internal tissues of the eye, probably involving the retina, from the inflam¬ 
mation which hail followed the injury. 

Rather as a matter of curiosity than wilh any expectation of detecting 
the cause of the defective power of the eye we determined to examine this 
organ catoptrically. A solution of belladonna was dropped in it, and when 
the pupil was partially dilated a lighted candle was held before it, when to 
our surprUe the only image we could perceive, though the pupil was per¬ 
fectly clear, was the first upright one; indicating that the other reflecting 
surfaces were absent. (Sec preceding No. of this Journal, p. 255.) In a short 
lime the pupil became fully dilated, and there was then visible a very 
small opaque substance just behind the upper and outer edge of the iris. 
This was a portion of opaque capsule. \Y e did not then hesitate to slate 
to the patient that the lens of his eye must have been dislocated by the blow 
from the giain of wheat, and been subsequently absorbed; that he was in the 
condition of a person who had been operated on for cataract, and required 
only a proper lens on the outside of his eye to enable him to see. I accord¬ 
ingly accompanied him to Mr. M’Allister’s, in Chesnnt street, and having 
procured a suitable pair of spectacles, he found, to his great delight, and 
scarcely less to mine, that wilh them he was able to read, with perfect 
facility, small print. 
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Note on Extraction of Foreign Bodies from the Eye. By I. Hays, 
M. D.—Since our remarks on this subject (p. 282 of tins No.) were 
printed off, we have had occasion to remove from the eye of a patient 
a fragment of stone about two Hues long and one and a quarter thick, 
of an irregular shape, somewhat resembling a double pyramid applied 
base to base. It had penetrated the cornea near its nasal margin, and 
fallen into the lower part of the anterior chamber. The accident had 
occurred ten days previously. A small incision was made at the lower 
part of the cornea with a cataract knife, and the stone grasped with forceps, 
hut from its shape it could not be retained. A second trial having been 
equally unsuccessful, and not wishing to incur the risk of injuring the 
delicate tissues of the eye by repeated attempts, I bent an AnePs probe 
into the shape of a hook, introduced it through the incision and readily 
extracted with it the piece of stone. This instrument may in some cases 
be usefully substituted for the forceps, when the foreign body is of such a 
shape as not to be easily held in the grasp of the latter, and we have 
written this note to recommend it for that purpose. 

Cases of Negro Poisoning. By Alexander Somervail, M. D. of 
Essex County, Va.—In May 1800, I became a sufferer from diarrhcea; 
such as I then thought different from* any species of diarrhoea I had heard 
of. It was accompanied with much griping, and large evacuations of a 
dun colour, frothy, and of the consistence of molassss. I determined to 
take some cathartic to carry it off, from a feeling of some irritation acting 
within. I fortunately took an ounce of cream of tartar, which removed 
the complaint—it returned and was removed two or three times, until I 
noticed that it always returned after dining at a certain house, where I was 
obliged to be. I soon was satisfied it was accomplished by the man-ser¬ 
vant at the table; and though taking all care, I could not escape until he was 
taken sick and confined at his: wife’s several miles off. I then could eat 
and drink there with safety. -Wb£h he returned I was taken again. I 
then endeavoured to avoid eating&uere, and gave offence thereby, so that I 
was obliged to tell why I kept away. As long as I forbore to eat there I 
was well. In September, I was obliged to be there several days; and 
before leaving there, I thought I saw him take the opportunity of handing 
me a cup of tea, to put something in. I examined it attentively, and per¬ 
ceived nothing amiss. I therefore drank it, and soon after took leave; on 
my way home in about half an hour, I was in great pain; vomited with 
relief, but diarrhoea followed. Next day, I had to ride twenty miles from 
home and return, and as I had often restrained the diarrhoea by a few 
drops of laudanum to allow me to go on, I did so now. When about two 
miles from home, in returning, and nearly dark, I was obliged to get 
down, and there to stay for two long hours, and with difficulty reached 
home. I took my dose at once, was relieved before it operated, and ano¬ 
ther dose next day removed all uneasiness. The servant was sent away 
at the end of the year, and I remained free. 

In 1814, I had offended our cook; she brought the diarrhcea upon me 
again; at first, slight, and being aware of her, I got along tolerably till the 
summer of 181G. I thought she had such things placed by me at table as 
she knew I would use, or in the bread directed to be given to me, so that 
I only at the table was affected. Now she became more determined, and 
I could not prevent it. I was obliged to take cream of tartar almost daily. 
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and my family entreated I would not take any more, believing I would die 
if I did; but that was my only help- After taking my dose in her pre¬ 
sence, and knowing why I look it, and no person near, I told her if I was 
obliged to take any more, I should come prepared to kill her, as there was 
no other chance for me to live; but if she would let me alone I would for¬ 
give all; so she let me pass. Soon after, being a hired servant, she became 
the property of another master who sold her. There was an old negro 
man whom I saw frequently cure such patients, and recommended him, 
who heard of my situation, and offered his services to me, but as I was 
getting well and knowing how powerfully his remedy operated, 1 refused; 
lie said he would give me a small portion which I took with advantage: 
this was a decoction of the root of the Podophyllum Pehatum, and which 
I have often used in similar cases with great advantage. When this diar¬ 
rhea continues, the pain ceases, and it comes on suddenly without warn¬ 
ing, so that it is difficult to get to a suitable place, sometimes impossible. 

I believe diarrhoea is always brought on by acrid matter generated in the 
alimentary canal, or taken into it: the method of cure must be to remove 
the cause and prevent its reproduction. When from acrids taken in this 
must be prevented, and when done by our slaves it is very difficult. I 
believe they never miss an opportunity until death is effected, unless it is 
put out of their power. There is much of it, and by various articles, pro¬ 
ducing various diseases. 

This is the diarrhoea mentioned by Dr. Chapman as occurring at New 
Orleans, and Richmond in Virginia. After the diarrhoea is checked or 
removed, other remedies are necessary to restore health; my dependence 
for that has been the tinot. ferr. mur. I will add to this a case of negro- 
poisoning of a different character. 

In August, 1802, a young married lady, and near neighbor, had inter¬ 
mittent fever, and applied to me. I gave the usual remedy, and had no 
doubt of success; this did not answer, and without telling me, she sent off 
a dozen miles for a more experienced physician. I heard of this, and one 
evening she sent for me in all haste, saying, unless relieved she should die. 
I found her vomiting an indigo coloured fluid, with great anxiety, and diffi¬ 
cult respiration, pulse small, feeble and slow. I gave laudanum which 
quieted all things for the night. Her physician was sent for as well as 
another to whom we looked up. When we met I suggested poison as the 
cause, for which I was ridiculed, but the prescription agreed upon at once, 
was such as my opinion approved. After drinking a pint of water from 
the spring she look four grains of sulphate of copper in half an ounce of 
water, and water after it. This was soon brought up, and the water and 
sulphate repeated as soon as we could; when this was vomited freely, all 
uneasy feelings were removed; it ought to have been mentioned, that when 
we met she was vomiting, &c., as when I saw her the evening before. 
Various remedies were prescribed, and I was directed to repeat the emetic 
whenever the sickness, anxiety, &c., returned. This I had to do every 
day, and sometimes twice for several days, and always with relief, until I 
told what I believed was the cause: after that we had some days of greater 
suffering before they would agree to my proposition. This was for me to 
bring from home every tiling she ate and drank. After another etnetic, 
this was done; she recovered daily, and at last said she was well enough to 
live as usual. While all this was doing, many attempts were made by 
their negroes to bring her such things to eat as they knew she liked; but 
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all was faithfully resisted. In a few days after we left her, I was sent for 
again, Iiad to repeat the emetic, and send her on a visit to a friend where 
her negroes could not go; she did not complain any more. 

I know very well this idea of poisoning by our slaves is ridiculed hy 
most medical men: hut it is sometimes said “ seeing is believing, but feel¬ 
ing is the truth.” I have seen and fell what I have here written; the facts 
are indisputable whatever the cause may be. 

Loretlo, Essex County , Va ., March 7, 1839. 

Case of Exostosis of Upper Jaw , successfully treated by B. A. Rodhi- 
cties, M. D. of Charleston, (communicated by Professor Geddixgs.) 

On the 14th August, 1837, Charity, a servant woman of Mrs. Miller, 
called on me to ascertain whether I could alTord her any relief in her 
wretched condition. She had been labouring under incessant and agoniz¬ 
ing pains in the antrum highmorianum of the right side, which she regarded 
as the consequence of the impaired condition of the teeth. On this sup¬ 
position, she had several of them extracted, without any appreciable abate¬ 
ment of her sufferings. Yet deluded with the belief that some one of the 
remaining teeth was the secret agent of all she suffered, site persisted 
in having more extracted. Still the evil continued, the suffering was 
unabated, the cause undetected, ami to add to the depression of her hopes, 
and the aggravation of her ills, a purulent discharge oozed from the empty- 
sockets of the affected side. She again had recourse to medical advice, 
hoping that this new phasis of her malady, might lead to some indication 
that would relieve her; at least, that it might reveal its hidden sources, its 
condition and its prospects of being remediable. And here for the first 
lime, was it suggested that the antrum was in an unsound stale. 

It was at this moment, under these circumstances, that she applied to 
me to perform an operation, which her medical adviser declared to be indis¬ 
pensable. At first, I imagined it to be an abscess of the cavity from the 
pus discharged, from the strange sensations experienced, and from the 
greater frequency of this disease over others peculiar to this part. I 
inserted a trocar into the socket of the second molar and instead of the 
gush of matter I had expected, the passage of the instrument was inter¬ 
cepted by a hard dense impregnable substance. The existence of an exos¬ 
tosis now forced itself on me. To make assurance doubly sure, I had 
access to several of my medical friends, among whom was Dr. Geddings. 
On examination of the part, the consideration of the symptoms, the obsti¬ 
nate nature of the disease, they concurred with me in opinion, that an 
exostosis was present, and that the sole indication of relief was its extirpa¬ 
tion. Accordingly, on the 18th of August, the above gentleman with seve¬ 
ral others of the profession was present, when I proceeded to perform the 
operation. With a common scalpel, I dissected away the gum from the 
canine teeth to the last molar raised the flap which it made from the alve¬ 
olar process, and with a trephine opened into the cavity. Success was 
easier than had been anticipated in consequence of the carious condition 
of the process which was so genera! on the affected side as to reach from 
the second incisor anteriorly to the pterygoid process posteriorly. In the 
loss of substance the external parictes of the cavity shared, so that the 
bony tumour which filled up and occupied it could be readily reached. The 
trephine was applied, the cavity enlarged, and the exostosis removed. It 
measured in circumference three inches, was light, and cancellated on its 
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surface, but dense and resisting in its more internal layers. There was 
little or no hemorrhage to delay the operation, or any application to arrest 
it. After removing every spiculmn of diseased bone, and cleansing out the 
cavity, the flap was replaced and to nature was entrusted the cure. Granu¬ 
lations sprouted up in full luxuriance, and in the short period of four weeks, 
the woman was in enjoyment of excellent health. It may be well to remark 
that when I saw her for the first time, the only untoward symptom the disease 
presented that might have determined the diagnosis of exostosis, was the 
occlusion of the nasal cavity. Respiration through this natural channel 
was impossible, but such an obstacle I can readily conceive may occur 
from a high and acute inflammation in the lining membrane of the part. 
An incipient abscess is almost invariably announced by such an obstruc¬ 
tion and a preponderance of the affection over the other naturally suggested 
its existence. Bordenave and Abcrnethy have both noticed the presence 
of exostosis in these cavities, but to my recollection there has been no his¬ 
tory of them recorded, where the tumour was so large, where such exten¬ 
sive injurv was inflicted on the adjacent parts and where nature after the 
causative malady had been removed, exerted her recuperative powers, so 
benignly and so quickly. Its early history, its duration, its probable 
causes, whether local or constitutional, are involved in mystery, the 
patient calling on me but a short time before the operation, and seemed 
to know nothing more of it than her sufferings. 

Notice of the Cape Mai/ Albinos. By Dr. Samuel L. Maucv. —The 
two female Cape May Albinos, a short account of which may be seen in the 
American Medical 'Intelligencer, vol. i. No. 12, Art. 3, continue in a 
healthy condition. The mother seems destined to propagate a family of 
them, having had three children, possessing all the peculiarities of the 
African race, and three Albinos. Her two first children were fair male 
representatives of Africa, then followed two female Albinos, then by way 
of punctuation a black female, (now dead;) and on the first of June last, 
commenced another line, with another Albino male. Her coloured chil¬ 
dren being all dead, her family consists of three children, possessing a 
more delicate skin than any white children I ever saw. The father and 
mother, Peter and Kezia Humphreys, both fair emblems of the African 
race, were born and apprenticed in the county of Cape May, and always 
maintained a character for industry, integrity and virtue, far above the 
majority of the common negroes of the neighbourhood. I shall not at¬ 
tempt assigning any thing like a reasonable cause for this freak of nature 
in this black and white family. Tire mother accounts for the appear¬ 
ance of the first Albino, by attributing it to a severe fright she received, 
by the falling down of an old white mare while she was driving her, at¬ 
tached to a wagon. If the fright had any effect upon the child in utero, 
why was not the child marked in form as well as colour? The mother 
was accustomed to drive the mare daily: if the fright had had any effect, 
it should have produced a half horse, half mule, or half alligator. At first 
view I was unwilling to admit, that the Great Creator ever left his work 
in so loose a manner, that the imagination of the mother should alter or de¬ 
termine the form or colour, but the subsequent children go further to 
strengthen the doctrine, that the mind of tire mother may affect the fetus in 
utero, than any fact that ever came under my notice. The mother evidently 
suffered as much mortification and distress at the appearance of her while 
No. XLVllI.— August, 1839. 44- 
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offspring, as any respectable white lady would at becoming the mother of a 
perfect Negro child; the mother appeared ashamed of, and very reluctantly 
exposed her child to the gaze of the public; made use of every endeavour to 
render the child dark, by exposing it to the rays of the sun, &c., &c.; her 
mintl dwelt incessantly upon the child, until the deliver}’ of her second Albi¬ 
no; and her firsland immediate question on delivery was, “ what colour is it?” 
If the thing is to be admitted as. possible, here was a continued cause opera¬ 
ting to produce the effect; after the birth of the second white child, she be¬ 
came reconciled, and the suspicions of her husband, which had been exces¬ 
sive, now subsided, and the affairs of life went on as smoothly as if the chil¬ 
dren had been of the proper colour, and, in due time, she gave birth to a 
full-blooded African, and all was well; and, in the proper course of lime, she 
became pregnant a sixth lime: about this time her house was much fre¬ 
quented by visitors from Philadelphia and elsewhere, to view the “ great 
curiosity;” and by dint of much persuasion she consented to visit Phila¬ 
delphia with her children, and exhibited them at the Masonic Hall and 
other places for several weeks, in September. October and November last; 
the jeerings and ungentlemanly remarks made by, I am happy to say, a 
few ignorant men, caused her much mental suffering, and revived all her 
former recollections and associations; early in the winter she returned to 
her own home desponding, and, on the first of June, gave birth to her third 
and last Albino. The question now arises, was the above cause sufficient 
to produce these effects? or did the same cause that produced the first, 
whatever it might have been, continue to operate until it produced the third? 
and what really was the remote and proximate cause? I leave to physiolo¬ 
gists, more able to determine than myself. 

To those who have not had an opportunity of seeing these Albinos, the 
following description may not be uninteresting; they have all the fea¬ 
tures of a regular built negro child, flat foot and broad, leg inserted in the 
centre of the same, with a natural curve of the tibia, thick lips, broad nose, 
hair woolly, skin unusually delicate and fair, eyes light blue, cornea sur¬ 
rounded by a delicate ring of pink or peach-blossom, the pupil encircled 
with the same coloured ring, givingto the eye a peculiar appearance; the sight 
suffers by a strong light, which causes the child to apply its hand above the 
eye for a shade; hair long and curly, resembling combed worsted in colour, 
or awhile spaniel; eyebrows and eyelashes the same; intelligent, active and 
playful; a perfect lusus naturae. 

Cold Spring . A T . Aug. loth 1837. 

[The preceding communication was mislaid, and has been only just re¬ 
covered. The delay in its publication is due to this accident.— Ed.] 


Abstraction of the Uterus after Delivery .— The following shocking instance of 
malpractice is recorded in the New York Journal of Medicine and Surgery , by 
Jno. 11. Griscom, M.D.— 41 On the 7th of April, 1839, at the request of Ira B. 
Wheeler, Esq., coroner, I examined the body of Mrs. Cozzins, the wife of a 
respectable mechanic, No. 328 Madison-street, at the time absent from the city. 
T was assisted in the examination by Dr. S. C. Ellis, in the presence of Drs. 
Nichols, Lobstein, and Walters. Before the examination, w*e obtained the 
following history : Mrs. C. was delivered of a healthy, living child, about one 
A. M., without any other assistance than her sister and a female friend, both 
married, and the former a mother. The cord was tied and cut sccundem ertem; 
but the placenta was retained beyond the usual time. Three hours , having 
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elapsed without its disengagement, the sister went for a physician and obtained 
the services of Septimus Hunter, who represented himself to be a physician, 
but was at the time a clerk in a drug store. Upon his arrival, he immediately 
addressed himself to the task of removing the placenta, the successive stages of 
which operation will be mentioned presently. 

“ We were shown prior to the dissection, a mass of fleshy substance in a 
washbowl, which I at once recognised as a uterus; also, in another vessel, the 
placenta was shown us, which was entire, but without a vestige of the umbili¬ 
cal cord attached to it. The latter was subsequently discovered in a pail- of 
dirty water. 

“ On stripping the body, the abdomen was found very' sunken. The usual 
incisions were made, and the following uncommon appearances were presented: 
1st. A total absence of the uterus. 2d. The broad ligaments much torn and 
ragged, and partly’ deficient. Oue fallopian tube was absent, but both ovaria 
remained in situ. 3d. The upper extremity of the vagina was open and free, so 
that the baud introduced from without would pass directly into the cavity of the 
abdomen, and the intestines could be touched. The intestines were high up as 
left by the contracting uterus. -1th- A considerable quantity' of extravasated 
blood was seen on each side near the ovaria, forming s-pots of ecchymosis be¬ 
neath the membranes. No effused blood was seen, however, within the abdo¬ 
men, except this. 5th. A laceration of the vagina, about an inch and-a-half in 
length, a short distance from its superior extremity. 

“ By reverting to the uterus, we found the deficient parts attached to it, viz: 
one fallopiau tube, entire; a portion of the broad ligaments, and about an inch 
of the upper end of the vagina, which had been divided by an even circle, 
though manifestly' without the aid of any cutting instrument. The external 
surface of the uterus was about half denuded of its peritoneal coat, leaving the 
muscular fibres entirely bare. Its external surface was smooth, and the part 
where the placenta had been attached very apparent, presenting a slight brown 
colour. The whole organ was about the size of a child’s head at birth. Large 
quantities of coagula were about the body; the bedding was thoroughly soaked 
with blood, and a large paddle of it, of a bright red colour, covered the floor 
beneath the bed. 

“The examination of an intelligent female witness before the coroner’s jury, 
developed the following facts:—Immediately after the quasi doctor arrived, he 
took hold of the cord, and making strong traction upon it, he completely inverted 
the uterus, the placenta still adhering, pulling still harder, he severed the cord 
from its attachment and gave it to the witness. He then took hold of the pla¬ 
centa, removed it, and laid it aside, saying there was more to come away still, 
lie then grasped the uterus of the unfortunate patient, and by dint of 4 excessive’ 
pulling, after about tiiree quarters of an hour, (during whicli period he relaxed 
his efforts occasionally to rest and remove his coat, the miserable patient con¬ 
stantly uttering the most piercing and heart-rending cries, sucli as ‘ y T ou are 
tearing my heart out, &c.,’) he succeeded in dragging the uterus from its attach¬ 
ments, and separated it from the body', holding it in his hands, and exhibiting 
it as a proof of bis prowess and skill, saying that 1 he never had met with such 
an extraordinary’ case before.’ When asked what it was, he replied ‘ cither a 
polypus or a false conception.’ During this brutal operation, the groans of the 
suffering woman were at first strong and loud; these together with the force 
which the man was seen to use, excited the alarms of the attendants, who 
urged him to desist and allow other medical advice to be called; but with in¬ 
credible hardihood lie persevered, insisting that all was right, that she must 
endeavour to be patient, and that he would be responsible for her life. Towards 
the close of the performance, her cries became more and more faint, and at 
length entirely' ceased. He thought she was endeavouring to support the pain 
with patience, and encouraged her in so doing By words. When he turned to 
look after her, and to feel her pulse, he found that she was dead. 

*• It is due to the profession to say, that the performer of this horrible tragedy 
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is not, de jure , a member of the profession, though he asserts that he has a 
recommendation from three surgeons of the British Navj’, of his medical profi¬ 
ciency, and that he has had a large amount (three hundred cases) of ohstetric 
practice. He appears to be about thirty-two or thirty-three yea^s of age, and 
has been in this country two years.” 

Another case of a similar character which occurred in the town of Pulaski, 
New York, is quoted by Dr. Griscom. The details were furnished by Mr. T. 
S. Markoe, an intelligent medical student, who was cognizant of all the facts at 
the time of their occurrence, and saw the preparation. 

“The woman had had a perfectly natural and easy labour. The child was 
born and removed from the mother, but the placenta was retained. After wait¬ 
ing a certain time, the practitioner in attendance judged it necessary to pass in 
his hand in order to extract it. lie did so, and as he thought, found the pla¬ 
centa attached very firmly near the mouth of the uterus. He' then undertook to 
peal it off from its attachment, but found the greatest difficulty in doing so, it 
was so closely adherent that repeated and long continued efforts were made 
without success. Supposing, however, that the life of his patient and his own 
professional reputation depended upon his succeeding, he redoubled his efforis 
until, as he himself said, he was exerting a degree of force which made him 
fearful for the consequences. During all this time the woman was screaming 
loudly, and exclaiming that he was killing her. Still thinking that he had the 
placenta, he persevered, until at L.st it yielded entirely, and he commenced to 
extract. The extraction was strong!}’ resisted by something, and much exer¬ 
tion was still necessary to bring the mass down to the external parts. Labour¬ 
ing under the same fatal delusion, he succeeded by dint of main force in bring¬ 
ing it quite out from the body of the mother. ‘ Judge of my surprise,’ says he, 
in the paper which he wrote in his defence, ‘ when 1 found that 1 had the whole 
uterus in my hand.’ However, the mischief was done, and he thought all he 
could do, was to separate the few remaining attachments, which lie did, by tear¬ 
ing them off, and put the whole out of sight as quick as possible. The girl to 
whom was allotted the office of disposing of it, seeing in the whole procedure 
something suspicious, fortunately preserved the specimen. The poor woman 
immediately after the performance of this barbarous operation, began to sink, 
and was soon in a dying condition. No hemorrhage ensued, but the shock to 
the nervous system was such that she expired in about two hours. 

“ On examining the uterus, it was found about twice as large as a child’s 
head at birth, containing within its cavity, the placenta loose and unattached. 
One of the ovaries had been brought away with the lacerated broad ligament; 
the broad ligament of the opposite side and the fallopian lube, were torn through 
quite near the uterus; the posterior surface of the uterus was rough and covered 
with cellular shreds and without a peritoneal coat; the peritoneum still covered 
the anterior and superior parts. The old man says that his mistake occurred in 
this way: the edges of the os tines being relaxed and protruding into the va¬ 
gina, he mistook this protrusion for the edge of the placenta; passing his fingers 
into the cul dc sac which the vagina makes with the neck of the uterus, he per¬ 
forated the coats of the vagina supposing lie was separating the placenta. His 
fingers were thus behind the uterus which he proceeded to tear from its connec¬ 
tions. From inspection of the uterus, it is plain that he separated it from the 
peritoneum, over the whole posterior surfai-e, and perforated this membrane at 
its upper part. Supposing then that he had detached the placenta, he extracted 
the uterus by main force, as above mentioned. The vagina was torn off very 
short.” ° J 

The following further details are given by Dr. IT. T. Noyes: —“ * On the 
morning of April 29th, 1638, I was called in consultation with Dr. * * 

* * * to see Mrs. W. who was in labour, and was said to be dying; 

I arrived about one o’clock, A. M., and found myself in the midst of one of the 
most unparalleled scenes of distress ar.d agony that could well be imagined; the 
doctor delivering what he called an ‘adhered placenta’—the father and husband 
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of the patient, and the female attendants, uttering loud lamentations, and the 
patient herself, at the top of her voice, telling the doctor he was killing her, 
and begging him io let her alone: I placed in}' finger upon the pulse and found 
that she was rapidly sinking, at the same time inquiring of the doctor what was 
the nature of the case; he told me that it was an adherent placenta, such as he 
had never before met with in his practice, or read, or heard of before, and that 
he was nearly through with his delivery, and should finish in a minute or two, 
which he did, in about the time specitied, remarking to me 1 that it comes like 
tearing raw sheep-skin,’ that the placenta adhered to the neck and mouth of the 
uterus, and that there were some shreds of it left, but that he thought they 
would be discharged with the lochia:.’ I told him that the patient was dying, 
but at his request made a hurried examination per vaginam, found shreds of 
cellular tissue and membrane reaching nearly or quite to her knees, but found 
no uterus: on telling him this he remarked that it was there, and had contracted 
well, and placing his hand above the pubis, he said he could feel it contracting. 
By this time, the woman, from the relaxation of the muscular power and the 
near approach of death, began to slide from her scat, (made by tying three 
chairs together) and was prevented from descending to the floor by my seizing 
her under the arms and requesting assistance to lay her on the bed: after which 
she lived about ten or fifteen minutes. From tiie time of my arrival to her 
death was about twenty or twenty-five minutes; the attendants informed me 
that the doctor had been at work an hour and a half in removing the supposed 
placenta before 1 arrived. 1 would, finally, remark that the patient was a large 
and rather fat woman, that tiiis was her fourth child, which was large and 
healthy, that the labour had continued about fifteen hour$, the doctor himself 
admitting, that it was tolerably easy, and that the woman was quite comfortable 
after the delivery, until lie commenced operating.’ The same letter contains 
the information that this individual is held to bail for the sum of .$500 and that 
his trial will probably take place the ensuing autumn.” 

A third case is recorded by Bartholin, and a fourth by Mr. Cooke. {Med. 
Cltirurg. llev. April l£3tf. p. -162.) 

Successful Treatment vf Erysipelas by Raw Cotton. —Dr. F. M. Robertson, 
of Augusta, Georgia, in a communication in the Southern Med. and Surg. 
Juum. (July, 1839,) states, 11 that he has employed raw cotton, in the 
treatment of er 3 *sipelas, as recommended by M. Ueynaud, with very satis¬ 
factory results. Two cases in which it was employed, are related. One 
of these was a little girl who had a week previous, accidentally received 
a small wound, which penetrated through the scalp to the cranium. 
The wound had suppurated, and, on close examination, Dr. R. found that it 
had taken on erysipelatous inflammation, which iiad extended to the right 
car, and, on the forehead, as far as the nose and appeared to be progressing over 
the entire scalp and face. It was in the afternoon when Dr. R. saw her: 
during ihe morning, the febrile excitement was high, and she had been, occa¬ 
sionally, delirious! 5 Dr. R immediately had the hair cut as close as it could be, 
with a pair of scissors, and a cold bread and milk poultice applied to the wound, 
and the entire scalp and forehead covered with the bats of cotton, as in the 
former case; at the same time, a dose of calomel, to be followed by epsoni salts, 
was administered. The relief from the cotton was immediate; all the bad symp¬ 
toms were relieved, and, after the operation of the medicine, the general excite¬ 
ment was moderated and the delirium did not return again. In this case the 
inflammation progressed as far as the cheeks, and to the left ear. The cotton 
could not be applied over the eyes and nose, as the patient was too young to 
understand the importance of submitting to such a cumbersome application; it, 
however, arrested its further progress from the cheeks and scalp. All the local 
symptoms were relieved as soon as the cotton was applied; no blisters fanned 
on the forehead or cheeks, and the desquamation of the cuticle was very slight: 
much less than I “have ever seen it in the mildest case of this disease, when 
treated without cotton. During the progress of this case, which lasted for seven 
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days, the only internal medicine administered, except the first cathartic, was an 
occasional saline aperient and cold lemonade or soda water, made by dissolving 
the common soda powders of the shops. 

Case illustrate rf the Etiology rf Spontaneous Jlmpuiafion of the Limbs of 
the Ftetus in Uttro. By A. H. Buchanan, M. D. of Columbia, Tennessee.— hi 
the month of Februar}' last, I was called in baste to the country, about 3 miles, 
to see a negro woman who was said to be suffering from severe pain in the back, 
and uterine hemorrhage. She was the mother of ten children, aged about lu 
years, and had miscarried three or four times. On my arrival, 1 found she had 
aborted, and that the uterine hemorrhage had ceased. Upon an examination of 
the fetus, which was between three and four months old, and perfectly formed, 
except a considerable flattening of the head laterally, 1 found the umbilical cord 
twisted about the thigh and neck in the following manner: the cord passes frcin 
the umbilicus under the right thigh, just above the knee joint, and continuing 
completely around it, passes under itself, and ascends in front of the chest to 
the right side of the neck, around which it twines twice, or rather twice and an 
half, so that two coils are seen in front of the neck, and three behind; it then 
passes in front of the left shoulder to the placenta. From the compressed 
appearance of the cord opposite the left shoulder, 1 think it passed under the left 
armpit to the placenta. Thus circumsianced, it is evident that any efforts made 
by the child to extend the thigh lightened the cord about the neck, and also 
about the thigh, as well as dragged upon its umbilical extremity, and obstructed 
the circulation. The same effects also are produced by extending back the head; 
but in this last action, the placental extremity of the cord is' immediately pulled 
upon. It is very fair to conclude that the fetus thus situated came to its death, 
either from the compression of its throat by the cord, or from its obstructed cir¬ 
culation, or from both; and that the abortion was a consequence of its death- At 
many points where the cord twists upon itself, it is very much compressed, or 
rather atrophied. But the object of communicating this case, is to call attention 
to the effects produced upon the the thigh by the twisting of the cord around it. 
It may be seen by any present, that at the point of compression, only the integu¬ 
ments intervene between the cord and bone, all the other parts having disap¬ 
peared; but the limb below the ligature, appears as fully developed as its fellow, 
and the integuments immediately under the ligature appear sound. Now it is 
highly probable, had the child lived to its full time, the leg would have been 
amputated by the process of absorption carried on in consequence of the pres¬ 
sure of the cord around the limb, and that the opposite surfaces would have 
healed as is usual in such cases, duiing the process of amputation; the limb 
below the ligature retaining its vitality by its connection with the integuments, 
they being the last parts to give way during the amputation; that the leg below 
the knee joint, would have been more or less atrophied before its complete sepa¬ 
ration, is almost certain .—Minutes of the Med. Sac. Tennessee, May, 1839. 

Fresh Vaccine Virus. —Dr. Charles A. Lee of New York, informs us that 
he has lately obtained virus from a cow affected with kine peck. “It is very 
common,” he states, “ for the cows that go on board otir New York, Liverpool, 
and Havre packets, to have this disease; and the cow from which 1 got it came 
from one of these packets. The agent informed me that there is hardly a time 
in the year, but that some of the cows are affected with it.” 

Dr. BartkiCs case, of Double Consciousness .— Dr. Bartlett writes to us that 
R. M., whose case is reported in our preceding number, p. 42, died about noon, 
May 21. “ The evening before, she tuck, in the course of an hour, twenty-eight 

grains exlract of stramonium. She had before taken twenty with impunity. I 
had some months ago, prescribed two grains every six hours, for the. spasmodic 
cough. She had gradua ly increased the quantity till she arrived at the dose just 
stated. She was comatose throughout the night, and up to the time of her death. 

“ Dissection threw no light on the peculiarities of the ease. There was very 
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great vascularity of the membranes of the brain; and thinning and redness of 
the gastric mucous membrane. The scalp was a full quarter ofan inch in thick¬ 
ness, and rigid as sole leather.” 

Albany Medical College and the Thomsonians. —“It appears from the Albany 
Journal of the 20lh of June, with which we have been favoured by a Corres¬ 
pondent, that the Thomsonian Medical Society of the State of Xew York held 
their fourth annual meeting at the Senate Chamber, of the State House, in the 
fity of Albany, June 11th, 1831). This would be news of but little interest to 
our readers; not so some of the events that tianspired. 

“ It appears, from the published statement of the proceedings, that an invita¬ 
tion was given for the Society to visit the Albany Medical College, and that a 
committee was appointed ‘ to wait upon Dr. March, President of the Faculty, 
and ascertain when it would be his pleasure to receive the Society at that Insti¬ 
tution;’ that ‘ the committee appointed to wait upon Professor March, reported, 
that the professor would entertaiu the Society at the Anatomical Museum of the 
College’at a certain hour. It was then resolved,‘that it is in the opinion of 
this Society necessary to raise the standard of medical education among Thom¬ 
sonian physicians,’ (a necessity, by the way, which has always been contested,) 

‘ we recommend the students of the Thomsonian school to acquire a more 
thorough knowledge of anatom)', physiology, surgery and chemistry.’ 

“The committee visited the Professoral the time appointed,and were ‘ enter¬ 
tained’ by him; after which the following resolutions were in all gratitude 
passed unanimously; and the Albany Cclleee now holds the exalted position of 
being the first, we believe, of the Medical Institutions in the United States, pub¬ 
licly patronised by the Thomsonians! 

“ ‘ dissolved. That the thanks of this Society be tendered to Professor March, 
for his generous invitation to visit the Albany Medical College this day, and 
for the courtesy with which the Society were treated while there; also, for the 
liberal proposition * to receive with kindness into the classes of anatomy, phy- 
siology, surgery and chemistry, Thomsonian students upon the same terms as 
other students of the College.’ 

“ * Jlcsolvcd , That this Society commend the Albany Medical College to the 
favourable notice of all the Students of the Thomsonian School, that wish to 
acquire a more thorough knowledge of anatomy, physiology and surge-y.’” 

\Ve have copied the preceding notice from the American Medical Library and 
Intelligencer (July 1, 1839,) and need only remark in the words of the editor of 
that journal, that “comment on these unique proceedings is unnecessary.” 

Remarks on Enlargement if the Tonsils, attended by certain Deformities of the 
Chest. L5y J. Mason Warren, M. D. of Boston.—The object of this interesting 
paper, is to point out by the exhibition of a number of cases, the certainty and ease 
with which the operation for excision of the tonsils may he performed with the 
present improved instrument, and the great relief always experienced by the remo¬ 
val of these organs when in an enlarged state. Whilst nothing original is in¬ 
tended by the author in his remarks on certain deformities of the chest which 
complicate this disease, they may serve to draw attention to the relation which 
exists between the enlargement of the tonsils and this affection. 

“In 1827, M. Dupuytren published a paper,” Dr. Warren remarks, “ on the 
lateral depression of the parities of the chest, consisting of a depression more or 
less great of the ribs Gn each side, and a proportionate protrusion of the sternum 
in front, accompanied by some antero-posterior curvature of the vertebral column. 
A portion of these cases occurred in children of a scrofulous habit, and were in¬ 
variably accompanied by an enlargement of the tonsils. 

“ The symptoms described by M. Dupuytren as attending this disease, were 
habitual shortness of breath, and difficulty of enunciation. With infants there 
was great difficulty in taking the breast, the child being threatened with suffo¬ 
cation whenever the nipple was detained for any length of time in the mouth. 
During sleep, the mouth was kept habitually open, and the respiration aeccm- 
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panied by great noise, and frequently interrupted by frightful dreams and cries. 
“ These symptoms,” says M. Dupuytren, “ inay be increased so as to prevent 
the development of the vital functions, and cause death in the earliest period of 
life. \\ hen these difficulties do not induce death immediately, they may de¬ 
stroy life at a later period, cither in preventing the child from taking the breast, 
or in so altering the nutrition as to prevent the development of the strength of the 
different organs; in this case death does not at once take place, but the child 
lives in a miserable state of feebleness and emaciation, which deprives him of 
the greater part of his faculties.” 

“ In 1827, shortly after the publication of this paper, Mr. Coulson, of London, 
published sonnf cases in confirmation of those given by’ Dupuytren, adding, also, 
three cases of his own, of a deformity of the chest, different from that before de¬ 
scribed. “The external appearances of the chest,” says Mr. Coulson, “ in this 
second kind of deformity, are directly the reverse of those which we have just 
been considering. The sternum is hollow or concave anteriorly, the sides of 
the chest are very prominent, and the spinal column but slightly, if in any 
degree, altered from its natural shape; this is not so frequently congenital as 
the former kind, but frequently occurs in persons of a weak habit, who are nar¬ 
row-chested, and stoop a great deal. The constitutional symptoms are very 
much the same as those attendant on the other kind of deformity.” On the 
three cases appended to the paper of Mr. Coulson, and three of the four cases of 
M. Dupuytren, enlargement of the tonsils existed; but in none of them does it 
appear that removal of these organs was practised, although it is stated that 
in one or two of them the tonsils w ere so large as newly to fill up the posterior 
part of the fauces, so that we are not enabled to judge of what would have been 
the change effected on the symptoms referred to the chest, had this operation 
been performed. 

“ Within the last two years twenty cases have occurred in our practice, in which 
it was thought necessary that an operation for the removal of the tonsils should 
be practised: in nineteen of these cases the operation was successfully per¬ 
formed; iu one case the tonsils projected so little into the throat, as to make it 
impossible to seize them with the instrument. The operation was temporarily 
deferred. Of these twenty cases, fifteen were children, or less than twelve 
years of age. 

“ Of the fifteen children, eleven had more or less deformity of the chest, con¬ 
sisting, in the greater number, of a projection of the cartilages of the ribs for¬ 
wards, with a considerable excavation of the .sternum. In these patients very 
little curvature could be detected in the spinal column. 

“ In the five adults, no alteration of the parieles of the chest was perceptible. 

“The symptoms occurring in these patients were as follows: 

“ In every one of them w'as more or less difficulty in respiration, in many cases 
the noise being so great during sleep as to make it impossible for any person to 
sleep in the same room; the sleep was often disturbed hy frightful dreams. 

“In many of the patients there was great difiiculty of swallowing, liquid food 
bemg often regurgitated into the nostrils; in one case, r.o solid food could be 
taken without the previous use of a powerful astringent. About half the cases 
were attended with severe constitutional symptoms. 

“ In one case entire deafness was present. Some of the patieuts were liable to 
periodical attacks of fever; in one case, a child, five years of age, returning, lat¬ 
terly, as often as once a fortnight, and lasting three or four days. Eight of the 
fifteen children showed more or less marks of a scrofulous habit. Eighteen of 
the patients had both tonsils removed; the other patient being so much relieved 
by the removal of one tonsil, that it was unnecessary to have the operation re¬ 
peated on the other side. 

“ In about half the patients this operation was performed on botli sides the same 
day; in the others a week was allowed to elapse before the other tonsil was 
removed. 

“ In eighteen out of the nineteen cases, almost immediate relief was afforded to 
all the symptoms; in the other case, no great relief was apparent, and this 
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seemed to be attributable to the particular shape of these organs, the base being 
quite broad, and extending some distance down the throat, about half of each 
tonsil was removed. At the end of a sliart period, an appearance was presented, 
as if they had been again regenerated; this arose from the upper and lower por¬ 
tions rising or curling up, as it were, after the apex had been removed. At the 
end of two years, this patient submitted to a second operation, followed by much 
relief, and is now in a fair way of recovery. 

“ The operation, as performed by the present improved instrument, is instan¬ 
taneous—not attended with much pain—in no case was there any considerable 
haemorrhage—usually nothing more than a few mouthfuls of blood are dis¬ 
charged. The patients are able to return home and resume their ordinary occu¬ 
pations, as if nothing uncommon had occurred, a slight soreness only being 
experienced for the few following days. 

“ We now proceed to offer one or two cases illustrative of the different symp¬ 
toms of the disease, and may first select one which will present most of the 
symptoms occurring in the course of it. 

“ \V., of Newton, Mass., five years of age, November, 183G. For the last two 
years, this child has been troubled by an enlargement of the tonsils, first mani¬ 
fested by a swelling which appeared on the outside of the throat, and supposed 
by the parents, at the time, to be mumps. As the disease increased, the patient 
gradually lost his flesh and strength, and was subject to frequent sore throat, 
attended by febrile attacks, these latterly occurring as often as once in a fort¬ 
night, and lasting two or throe days; his breathing at night was very difficult, 
and accompanied with much noise. The ear of one side was inflamed, attended 
with a purulent discharge; he was very sensitive to any loud musical sounds. 
II e is small ofhis age, thin, of an irritable disposition. The chest, on exami¬ 
nation, is found, to be much deformed, presenting that appearance called exca¬ 
vated sternum, it being very much depressed in its centre, and the ribs at their 
union with the cartilages elevated so as to form with them an acute angle. 

“ The tonsils, on examination, are so much enlarged as to touch each other, and 
entirely obstruct the posterior part of the fauces; these swellings are distinctly 
felt, and even visible on the outside of the throat, at the angle of the jaw; one of 
the tonsils was removed, and afforded immediate relief to all the symptoms. In 
the month of April following, some difficulty being experienced, the other was 
also excised. 1 saw the patient, August 3d, IS37, nearly a year after the first 
operation. From being a miserable child, and who, as his mother stated, to use 
her own words, “ she had not the least idea of raising,” he has become a fine 
healthy boy—has been perfectly free from difficulty of respiration, and no febrile 
attack since the operation. 

“ The sensitiveness of the ear had diminished, and the deformity of the chest 
was much less obvious. 

“The object ofhis calling, was from having experienced the day before some 
oppression at the stomach, which induces difficulty in the respiration; and his 
mother, fearing a return cf his old disease, immediately brought him into town. 
The symptoms were explained, by his having passed a fortnight absent from 
home, where he had been allowed rather too much freedom in his diet. 

“ The following is the case of a person of a more advanced age, in which deaf¬ 
ness was produced by the disease: 

“ B., aged 18—November, 183G. 

“ For two or three years has been subject to frequent attacks of sore throat; for 
three months has had a purulent discharge from the right ear; is now quite deaf 
in both ears, so as to require to be spoken to in a very loud voice. It is for this 
deafness that he applies for advice. 

“ On examination of the ears by the speculum, the tympanum on both sides 
was found to be in a perfectly sound state; on the side from which the discharge 
appears, the lining membrane of the ear is reddened, and covered by a purulent 
deposit. The patient bears all the marks of a scrofulous constitution. The 
tonsils are found to be very much enlarged, attended with considerable redness 
of the back part of the fauces. 
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“Astringent remedies being tried for a fortnight without effect, both tonsils 
were removed. On the following day he began to hear better; on the second 
day his hearing was perfectly restored, and sounds became even .so acute as to 
be painful. 

“ In a day or two the deafness returned, and lasted a week; he then recovered 
his hearing, and has remained perfectly well since. I have seen him lately, 
more than two )'ears having elapsed since the operation; and he has experienced 
no return of his difficulty. 

“ January , 1838.—A gentleman, twenty j^ars of age, from the Western coun¬ 
try, called on me with the tonsils greatly enlarged; he had been troubled with 
this affection for live years, and has tried many applications without effect. 
For the last year he has been unable to swallow solid food without having first 
snuffed a great quantity of tobacco, which apparently caused sufficient contrac¬ 
tion or insensibility of the parts to allow of the passage of the food. If the use 
of the tobacco was omitted for a single night, he found it difficult and sometimes 
impossible to swallow. 

“ Both tonsils were removed at the same time; very little hemorrhage 
occurred, and the operation was immediately followed by great relief. 

“ Miss J., twelve years old, from Maine. 

“This child, from infancy, has been suffering from enlarged tonsils; within 
a few years they have become very much increased in size, so as to materially 
affect her health. She is very subject to sore throat, attended with severe 
febrile affections. She is of a dark complexion, black hair and eyes, quite thin, 
and rather tall of her age. 

“ The tonsils are very large, fleshy, and vascular, and present less of that 
indented appearance usually observed where there has been frequent inflamma¬ 
tions. When the respiration is quiet, the tonsils touch each other. The chest, 
on examination, is found to be very much deformed, presenting that alteration, 
called excavated sternum, in its most exaggerated form; the hollow lining 
almost large enough to contain a small orange: this deformity has been, for 
many years, observed by her parents. 

“The breathing at night is very difficult ar.d noisy; she is subject to attacks 
of deafness, and at present does not hear unless addressed in a loud voice. 

“The right tonsil was removed on the 12th, and the patient at once relieved 
by it; five days afterwards the other tonsil was removed, leaving the throat per¬ 
fectly free. On the 25th I saw the patient, and the mother informed me that 
all the previous bad symptoms were removed—that the child has quite recovered 
her health. The difficulty of breathing is relieved, and her hearing returned; a 
cutaneous eruption which had long troubled her, has disappeared. 

“To these cases might he added one or two in which these organs were 
removed while the patient was labouring under an attack of severe tonsilitis. 
In one case the symptoms were immediately removed by the operation; in an¬ 
other, inflammation had extended to the adjacent parts, and an abscess formed, 
as is oft >n seen in this disease. The affection, however, was much shortened 
in duration, lasting four days, instead of fourteen, as had been usual with his 
patient, who was liable to attacks every winter. The operation was repeated, 
and the other tonsil was removed on a subsequent attack, with the same result. 

“ Some time since I communicated to this society the case of a young child 
from Maine, who was brought to Boston suffering from a disease of the throat. 
The parents seemed to be quite unconscious of the cause of its troubles. There 
was great difficulty of breathing and deglutition. The child had a spoon, the 
bowl of which it placed almost instinctively in its mouth when going to sleep; 
its health was very miserable. The trouble was entirely explained by the 
discovery of the enlarged tonsils quite obstructing the throat. The removal of 
them was followed by great relief. 

“The mother informed me that another child had died with the same symp¬ 
toms a few years previous, the cause of its illness being unknown. They 
resided in an obscure spot, distant from any competent medical advice. 

“ In those cases of the disease occurring in infancy where deformity of the 
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chest exists, Dupuytren advises that this affection should be treated in the fol¬ 
lowing manner:—The child being placed in the lap of its nurse, the hand is 
pressed on that part of the sternum or ribs which project; a strong pressure is 
then made during inspiration, and removed during the movements of expiration. 
Tiiis repeated for many times daily, and continued for a long period, finally 
results in the disappearance of the deformity, or in a great improvement of 
appearance. As has been attempted to show above, however, it will be evident 
to all that the symptoms arise, certainly in the great number of cases, not from 
the deformitt', but from the obstruction in the throat to the free passage of air. 

“The instrument* used in these operations, has usually been the guillotine 
instrument, as described by Dr. Warren in his work on Tumours, being some¬ 
what similar to that of Dr. Physick; it is, however, without the steel moveable 
needle, used to fix the tonsil and prevent it from falling into the throat, which 
appears to be useless, as the blade of the instrument drives the lining mem¬ 
brane of the tonsils into its groove, and thus secures it; and even if this were ✓ 
not the case, the mucus which covers the fauces causes the excised part to 
adhere to the blade, so that there is no danger of its escaping into the throat. 

“ In very young children, where the passage of the fauces is narrower, a more 
delicate instrument, invented by Dr. Fahnestock, of Pennnsvlvania, is, perhaps, 
preferable. 

“ From a review of the above cases, we shall find that many of the children 
are of a scrofulous constitution—that the enlargement of the tonsils causes 
great local trouble, attended with considerable constitutional disturbance—that 
the patient is much more liable to inflammatory attacks of the throat, than in 
cases where this enlargement does not exist—and that they are less liable, after 
the operation , to these attacks. 

“In about half of all the cases, and in about two-thirds of the cases of chil¬ 
dren, deformity of the chest exists. Whether this depends on the general con¬ 
stitutional habit of the patient, or is induced by the obstruction in the throat to 
the free passage of air, the accounts received from parents as to the exact time 
when either affection was first observed, are not sufficiently accurate to per¬ 
mit us to determine; it is certain, however, that this deformity does not increase, 
but rather diminishes after the removal of the tonsils. The operation is a sim¬ 
ple one, attended with no danger, and almost always affords immediate relief 
to the symptoms.”— Medical Examiner., May 18, 1831). 

Convention for the Revision of the I'harmacopnzia. —W e are informed that 
Delegates have been already appointed to the Medical Convention for the Revi¬ 
sion of the Pharmacopoeia, which is to meet in Washington in January next, by 
the Medical Society of New Jersey, the University of Maryland, the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, and Rhode Island Medical Society. 

Cincinnati College. —The number of students in the Medical Department 
of this College, during the session 1838-9, was 112; and at the commencement 
held 3 March, 1839, the degree of M. D. was conferred upon 27 of them. 

University of Virginia. —The number of medical students in this univer¬ 
sity the past session, was fifty-seven, a larger class than had ever before assem¬ 
bled there. The professors are, John P. Emmet, M. D. Professor of Chemistry and 
Materia Medica, James L. Cabell, M. D. Professor of Anatomy and Surgery, and 
R. E. Griffiths, M. D. Professor of Medicine. With the two first we have not the 
pleasure of an acquaintance, but with the last, we have had the happiness of 
many years intimacy, and from our knowledge of the extent of his acquirements, 
his zeal and industry, and his high and honourable character, we feel quite sure 
that he has at least contributed by his labours to the present success of the 
school. 


Invented by Caleb Eddy, Esq., of Boston. 
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Medical Department of Hampden Sidney College , in Titlv r r 
students during the Session of 1838-9; graduated in medicine April 4,1839, 14. 

Albany Medical College. —From the Catalogue and Circular of this Insti¬ 
tution, which has just reached us, it appears that the number of students during 
the past (first session) was sixty-eight, and that at its termination the degree of 
M. D., was conferred on thirteen of them. The faculty at present consists of 
Alden March, M. D., President and Professor of Surgery; Ebenezer Emmons, 
M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Natural History; James II. Armsby, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy; David M. M’Laehlan, M. D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics; Gunning S. Bedford, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics; 
Thomas Hun, M. D., Professor of Institutes of Medicine; Amos Dean, Esq., 
Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 

American Journal of Denial Science, Devoted to Original Articles, Reticles 
of Dental Publications , the Latest Improvements in Surgical and Mechanical Den¬ 
tistry, and Rio graphical Sketches of Distinguished Dentists. W ith Plates.—The 
title of this new periodical, the first number of which was published in New 
York in June last, is fully expressive of its plan and object. It is edited by 
Chapin A. Harris of Baltimore, and Eleazar Parmly of New York, both emi¬ 
nent Dentists. The number before us contains several interesting original 
communications and the commencement of a reprint of John Hunter’s celebrated 
work on the human teeth, with notes by Mr. E. Parmly. It is the only work 
of the kind in this country, and deserves, and we trust will receive, the patronage 
of the cultivators of Dental Science. 

The Mew York Journal of Medicine and Surgery. —This is the title of a new' 
quarterly, the first number of which was issued in New York in July last. Its 
contents are creditable to the contributors; and the manner In which it is got up 
equally so to its publisher, Mr. G. Adlard. W r e shall enrich our own pages 
with notices or abstracts of its more interesting articles. 

Memorial to Congress to Enact a Law for the Transmission of Vaccine Virus by 
Mail free of Postage. —W r e have received a letter from Dr. Jas. Magoffin, Jr., of 
Mercer, Mercer County Pennsylvania, in which the writer states that he has 
obtained the signatures of a number of the physicians in his neighbourhood to a 
memorial to congress, praying the enactment of a law for the conveyance of 
vaccine matter by mail free of postage; and be urges the making of a corres¬ 
ponding effort bj' the physicians of this city, and elsewhere. The object is 
certainly a useful one and deserves the active co-operation of the profession 
throughout the country. 

Forthcoming Work. — Dr. P. Earle, is preparing a translation of Prof. Raci- 
borski’s “ Precis pratique et raisonne du Diagnostic.” 

This work treats of Diagnosis under the beads of Inspection, Mensuration, 
Palpation, Depression, Percussion, Auscultation, Smell, Taste, Chemical 
Tests, the Interrogation of Patients, Description of the Diseases of the Skin, of 
the Mouth, the Throat, and the Genital Organs; the alterations of the Blood, 
the affections of the Nervous system, and of those of the Respiratory, Circula¬ 
tory, Digestive, and Urinary Organs, &c. &c. The Translation is from the last 
French edition, which contains more than twice the quantity of matter of any 
previous edition. 



529 


QUARTERLY MEDICAL ADVERTISER. 


In consequence of the extended circulation of the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, the Proprietors intend, jn compliance with the wishes of 
many of their friends, to prefix to each No. a Sheet of Advertisements. All 
Booksellers, Medical Gentlemen, and others desirous of taking advantage of this 
mode of announcement, will please address their Advertisements to Lea & 
Blanchard, Philadelphia, by the 10th day of the month preceding that of 
the publication of the Journal, viz: on 10th July, 10th October, 10th January, 
and 10th April. 

For one page, ------ Six dollars. 

Half a page, or less, ------ Three dollars. 


MEDICAL CONVENTION. 

In obedience to a resolution of the Medical Convention of the United Slates, assem¬ 
bled in Washington City in January, 1830, public notice is hereby given, that a similar 
Convention will meet at the National Hotel, in the said city, on the first Wednesday of 
January, 18l0, for the purpose of revising the Pharmacopoeia of the United States^ 

Each incorporated State Medical Society, incorporated Medical College, and incorpo¬ 
rated College of Physicians and Surgeons, is requested to elect a number of delegates* 
not exceeding three, to attend the said Convention. The several incorpoiated bodies 
mentioned are also requested to submit the Pharmacopoeia to a careful revision, and to 
transmit the result of their labours, through their delegates, or through any other chan¬ 
nel, to the next Convention. They are further requested to transmit to the undersigned 
the names and residence of their respective delegates, so soon as they shall he appointed, 
so that a list of them may be published, (or the information of the Medical public, in. 
the month of October next 

By order of the Medical Convention, assembled at Washington, in January, 1830. 

LEWIS CONDICT, M. D., President . 

Morristown , New Jersey , April 6, 1830. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The Lectures commence annually on the 
tinue until the ensuing March. 

'Theory and Practice of Medicine , 

Institutes of Medicine , 

Special and General Jlnatomy , 

Materia Medica and Pharmacy , 

Chemistry , 

Surgery, 

Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children , 5 

Clinical Medicine and Surgery taught by the prescribing Medical Officers at 
the Blockley Hospital, under the Guardians of the poor, and at the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Hospital. 

W. E. HORNER, M.D. 

Dean of the Medical Faculty . 


first Monday of November, and con- 

By Nathaniel Chapman, M. D. 
By Samuel Jackson, M. D. 

By William E. Horner, M.D. 

By George B. Wood, M.D. 

By Robert Hare, M. D. 

By William Gibson, M. D. 

By Hugh L. Hodge, M.D. 
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JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE PHILADELPHIA. 

SESSION OF 1839-40. 

The regular Lectures will commence on the first Monday of November. The following 
arc the Professors in the order of their appointment. 


Granville S. Pattison, M. D., 
John Revere, AI. D., 

IiOBLEY DuNGLTSON, M. D., 

Robert M. Huston, M. D., 
Joseph Pancoast, M. D., 


Jacob Green, M. D., Professor of Chemistry. 

Samuel M’Clellan M D j Professor of Midwifery and Diseases of Women and 

Granville S. Pattison, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 

John Revere, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Physic. 

n \ Professor of Institutes of Medicine and Medical 

Roblev Dunguson, M. D., j Jurisprudence. 

Robert M. Huston, M. D., Professor of Materia Mtdica and Pharmacy. 

Joseph Pancoast, M. D., Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

On and after the first of October, the Dissecting rooms will be kept open, and Ihe 
Professor of Anatomy will give his personal attendance thereto. Lectures will likewise 
he delivered regularly during the month on the various branches, and opportunities 
for Clinical Instruction will be afforded at the Philadelphia Hospital under the Professor 
of Institutes of Medicine and at the Dispensary of the College under the Professors of 
Physic and of Surgery. 

Fee for each Professor for the whole course, S15. 

Graduation Fee, $30. 

JOHN REVERE, M. D. 

Dean of the Faculty. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF THE STATE OF S. CAROLINA. 

The annual course of Lectures of the Medical College of the State of South 
Carolina, will commence on the second Monday of November. 

J. Edwards Holbrook, M. D., Professor of Jlnatomy. 

John Wagner, M. D., Professor of Surgery. 

S. Henry Dickson, M.D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 
James Moultrie M. D., Professor of Physiology. 

Thomas G. Prioleau, M. D., Professor if Obstetrics. 

C. M. Shepard, M. D., Pnfcssor of Chemistry. 

Henry R. Frost, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica. 

_ ,, -p, c Professor if Pathological Jlnatomy and Medical 

E. Geddikgs, M. Dm { Jurisprudence. ° 

F. Wurdemann, M. D., Demonstrator of Jlnatomy. 

JAMES MOULTRIE, M. D., 

Dean of the Faculty. 


John Wagner, M.D., 

S. Henry Dickson, M.D., 
James Moultrie M. D., 
Thomas G. Prioleau, M. D., 
C. M. Shepard, M. D., 
Henry R. Frost, M. D., 

E. Geddikgs, M. D., 

F. Wurdemann, M. D., 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF NEW YORK. 

The Lectures in this Institution will commence on the first Monday of November, 
and continue for four months. 

J. Augustine Smith, M. D., Professor of Physiology. 

T o ,, n S Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic and 

Joseph M. Smith, M. D., j Clinical Medicine. 

r x. „ „ r, S Professor of Materia Medica and Medical Juris - 

John B. Beck, M. D, } prudence. 

John Torrey, M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Botany. 

Robert Watts, Jr. M. D., Professor of Special and General Anatomy. 

Willard Parker, M. D„ j **%%% f.rgan,.ni Surgical and Pathological 

James R. Mam.lt, M. D„ j ° f 1W ” 

Tlic cxpcncc of attending a course of Lectures by all the Professors is $108. 

‘ J. AUGUSTINE SMITH, M. President. 

N1COLL II. DERING, M. D., Registrar. 

New York, July 1, 1839. 
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COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 


OF THE 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 

(Fairfield Herkimer County.) 

The Lectures commence on the 1st Monday of October, and continue sixteen weeks. 
Anatomy and Physiology , By James McNacghton, M, D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, By James Hadley, M. D. 

ATateria Medico and Medical Jurisprudence , By T. Romeyn Beck, M. D. 

Practice of Physic and Obstetrics, By Jons Deijimatkr, M. D. 

Surgery, By Frank H. Hamilton, M. D. 

Fees for the whole course, $56. 

JAMES HADLEY, M. D. 

Registrar. 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 


The Lectures in this Institution will commence on Thursday, October 3, 1839, and 
continue sixteen weeks. 

Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, Mine¬ 
ralogy and Geology. 

Professor of the Theory and Practice of 
Physic. 

Professor of Materia Medica and Thcra± 
peutics. 

Professor of the Principles and Practice 
of Surgery. 

Professor of Obstetrics. 

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 

The Fees, which are required in' advance, are $12,50, for each c&urse, except that 
on Obstetrics, which is $6. The Matriculation fee is $5, and the contingent bill for 
the course on Chemistry $2,50. The expense of a full course therefore is $76. The 
graduation fee is $15. 

CHARLES HOOKER, M. D. 

Secretary. 


Benjamin Silliman, M. D n L. L. D., 
Eu Ives, M. D., 

William Tolly, M. D., 

Jonathan Knight, M. D., 

Timothy P. Beers, M. D n 
Charles Hooker, M. D., 


CINCINNATI COLLEGE. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The Lectures commence annually on the last Monday of October, and continae 
until the commencement, or time of conferring the degrees. 


Anatomy Special and Surgical, 

General and Pathological Anatomy , and Physiology , 

Surgery , 

Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, 

Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence, 

Materia Medica and Pharmacy, 

Theory and Practice of Afedicine, 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, 

By a Recent law of the Ohio Legislature Students of Medicine of this School are 
admitted to attend the wards of the Commercial Hospital and Lunatic Asylum in this 
city upon the same terms as those of the Ohio Medical College. 

JOHN P. HARRISON, M. D. 

Dean of Medical Faculty. 


By J. N. M’ Dowell, M. D. 
By S. D. Gross, M. D. 

By Willard Parker, M. D. 
By L. C. Rives, M. D. 

By James B Rogers, M. D. 
By John P. Harrison, M. D. 
By Daniel Drake, M. D. 

By Carey A. Trimble, M. D. 



